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UM STUDENT LEADERS WORK
FOR LEGISLATIVE SUPPORT

IMMEDIATELY

3/6/79

dailies, ht
MISSOULA-Cary Holmquist, Fairfield, and Peter Karr, Missoula, have been elected president
and vice president, respectively, of the Associated Students of the University of
Montana.

Mark Matsko, Great Falls, is tne new ASUM business manager .

They will

serve from spring quarter 1979 through winter quarter 1980.
The new administration's first order of business will be to organi ze support
for adequate legislative funding of the University.

Holmquist says they are launching

a telephon e and letter-writing campaign to inform students and their parents of the
threat of damaging faculty cuts and to ask them to write their legislators.

As part

of this effort, they will hold forums for students March 7, 8, and 9 at noon in the
University Center.
Karr, who is legislative chairman for ASUM, notes tha t ASUM supports two student
lobbyi sts and contributes to the salary of a student lob byist for the whole University
system.

Improving relations with the legislature is a major goal of the new officers,

he says, beca use they ran on a platform emphasizing quality of education and quality
depends upon sufficient legislative funding of academic programs.
Matsko said one of his top priorities is to improve the way ASUM accounts are
handled by the University.
The new administration wants ASUM to stop funding the Kaimin , the student
newspaper.

Holmquist feels that the Kaimin should be independent of student government

and rely for its support upon subscriptions and advertisin g.
Holmqui st says his administration will fight the imposition of a mandatory
athletic fee to enable the University to comply with federal requirements to equalize
-more-

,
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support of men's and women's athletic programs.
money for the University for this purpose.

They will work to ge t legislative

If the legislature do es not put up the

money, Holmqui st says an alternative to a mandatory athletic fee mus t be found.
One alte rnative would be to spend less on men's athletics, Holmquist sa id, although
he concedes t hat football is a special case.
The new administration will also work to fulfill campaign pledges to bring
about bet t er relations between the University and the community and to support the
Universi ty's efforts to attract new students.
Fo r example, Holmqu1st wants ASUM to play a greater role in pl anning UM Days,
scheduled this year April 5, 6, and 7, when high school students are invited to the
campus for a view of University life.
He favors increasing ASUM financial support of UM groups that re ach high school
student s around the state, such as music and drama organizations and ur-1 student
advocates .
Holmq uist, a first-quarter senior in political science, is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Edwi n F. Holmquist, Fairfield.
t~issoula.

Karr is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Karr,

Matsko's parents are Mr. and Mrs. Richard Matsko, Great Fa lls.
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